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Brought to you by

...to GamesRetail.biz, your weekly look at the key analysis, news and data sources for the retail
sector, brought to you by GamesIndustry.biz and Eurogamer.net.

WELCOME

... we take a look at the first six months of 2009 in sales, and round up the biggest winners in
that time - plus what it means for the health of the games industry.

Also - with recent success at retail, has THQ found a new lease of life? Exec VP Danny Bilson
thinks so, and you can read the highlights of the GamesIndustry.biz interview with him in
this issue.

Plus we've got all the usual chart and Eurogamer.net user data, as well as what's hot in the
download stakes and the latest release date information.
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Chart Performance Jan-Jul 2009

ANALYSIS: ARE OLD GAMES GOOD FOR THE
INDUSTRY?

Comparing the top sellers in the first six
months of 2008 with the top sellers in the same
period this year yields a slightly worrying - if
predictable - set of results. While last year's top
performer in terms of chart position was Mario
& Sonic at the Olympics (released Nov 07 for
Wii and Feb 08 for DS), it was still the
seventh-highest charter this year. Meanwhile
last year's number 2 - COD4 - was this year's
number 8 and last year's number 3 - Brain
Training - was this year's number 9. But while
that long tail might be great for the publishers
of successful games, what does it mean for the
rest? Generally a fast-moving chart is
considered to be a sign of a healthy market,
with lots of titles getting a piece of the
limelight before making room for newer games
- but the recurring games are a symptom of a
wider audience buying into certain titles more
regularly. The real question is, are the Mario &
Sonics, Brain Trainings and Wii Fits of the
world acting as an entry point for more in-
depth core experiences? So far the evidence
would seem to indicate that they're not, at least
not in significant enough numbers - yet
another reason why publishers will continue to
focus on fewer, key products. But that in turn
is likely to lead to even greater stagnation,
particularly at retail, while encouraging more
developers to turn to new downloadable
platforms for new IP and innovative game
ideas.

Tickets for Eurogamer Expo 2009 are now on sale at expo.eurogamer.net. Page 1
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THIS WEEK IN RETAIL

SONY TO RELEASE NEW 80GB PS3 BUNDLE - REPORT
Two game bundle to sell for same price as standalone PS3 in US.

ACTIVISION: DJ HERO IS "TREMENDOUS VALUE"
Publisher believes £108 RRP for game and peripheral is fair for amount of

content included.

GAME SALES DOWN IN FIRST HALF OF 2009
Like-for-likes drop over 15%, but increased software sales expected later in

year.

TWO NEW GTA IV DLC EPISODES DUE NEXT YEAR - ANALYST
Also possible GTA title for PS2 in 2010, Grand Theft Auto V likely in 2011,

says Mitchell.

ACTIVISION TAGS DJ HERO WITH £108 RRP
New franchise title over £30 more expensive than launch price of Guitar Hero.

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Modern Warfare 2 expectations are proving
well-founded as retail buying and pre-order
numbers are going through the roof...

The GamesIndustry.biz Party at this year's
Develop conference will take place on the
Wednesday night from 10pm onwards and
will be invite-only

ELSPA has dropped press relations firm
BHPR in favour of Burson Marstellar

At least two electronics firms have created
3DTVs which work without any special
glasses, with a big push in the technology
expected for the World Cup next summer

An event at Westminster this week is
expected to add more detail to the new
PEGI ratings system

THE BIG INTERVIEW:THQ'S DANNY BILSON
After a tough year for the publisher, THQ's exec VP of core titles spoke to GamesIndustry.biz - here are the key
points:
1. Product quality is the company's number one aim - everything else is a "subset of that"
2. Pushing back Red Faction: Guerilla by four months for polish was "worth every penny"
3. Portfolio diversification isn't an issue - 3 shooters in a year is fine if they're "awesome"
4. The company made 550 job cuts in total, but in doing so could "let others live"
5. He's confident that THQ will compete with the "biggest and the best" from now on

MOST-ANTICIPATED GAMES

1. Alan Wake Microsoft

2. Final Fantasy XIII Square Enix

3. Final Fantasy Versus XIII Square Enix

4. God of War III SCEA

5. Gran Turismo 5 SCE

6. Heavy Rain SCEE

7. Splinter Cell: Conviction Ubisoft

8. Halo 3: ODST Microsoft

9. Dragon Age: Origins Electronic Arts

10. BioShock 2 2K Games

MOST-READ ARTICLES

1. Trine Review

2. Call of Juarez: Bound in Blood Review

3. Resident Evil Archives Review

4. Time Gentlemen, Please! Review

5. Retrospective: Vampire: The Masquerade - Bloodlines

6. Left 4 Dead 2 Hands-On

7. Warrior Epic Review

8. Gaikai: Cloud Computing Gameplay That Works?

9. Blizzard's Rob Pardo

10. Left 4 Dead 2 Interview

List based on traffic for Eurogamer articles dated 30th June - 6th July.

The GamesIndustry.biz Network now has over 6,000 registered industry users! Page 2
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RETAIL DATA

PRICE-CHECK DATA

Tales of Vesperia (360) Transformers: RotF - Decepticons (DS) Ghostbusters (PS3)

HMV £--.-- £24.99 £39.99

Amazon £37.80 £24.96 £36.26

ASDA £38.93 £24.71 £34.91

Play.com £39.99 £24.99 £39.99

GAME £37.99 £24.99 £39.99

Tesco £38.97 £24.96 £34.96

Cheapest Online £34.96 £22.77 £32.99

UK ALL-FORMAT CHART

REVIEW SCORE COMPARISONS

Metacritic UK average

EA Sports Active (Wii) 82 79

Fight Night Round 4 (360) 89 86

Tiger Woods PGA Tour 10 (360) 83 76

Virtua Tennis 2009 (360) 73 67

Fallout 3: Point Lookout (360) 81 81

Ghostbusters (PS3) 77 71

The UK score is the mean average of the most read UK-based videogame websites and magazines.

Title Publisher

1. (1) Fight Night Round 4 Electronic Arts

2. (-) Tiger Woods PGA Tour 10 Electronic Arts

3. (6) Transformers: Revenge Of The Fallen Activision Blizzard

4. (4) Wii Fit Nintendo

5. (5) UFC 2009: Undisputed THQ

6. (-) Call Of Juarez: Bound In Blood Ubisoft

7. (3) The Sims 3 Electronic Arts

8. (2) [prototype] Activision Blizzard

9. (8) Virtua Tennis 2009 Sega

10. (-) Harry Potter & The Half-blood Prince Electronic Arts

11. (11) Grand Slam Tennis Electronic Arts

12. (14) Call Of Duty 4: Modern Warfare Activision Blizzard

13. (7) Call Of Duty: World At War Activision Blizzard

14. (9) EA Sports Active Electronic Arts

15. (12) Professor Layton And The Curious VillageNintendo

16. (16) Mario Kart Wii Nintendo

17. (15) FIFA 09 Electronic Arts

18. (17) Overlord II Codemasters

19. (10) Ghostbusters: The Video Game SCEE

20. (19) Pokemon Platinum Nintendo

© ELSPA, compiled by Chart Track

EVENT CALENDAR

14th - 16th Jul 2009

Develop ConferenceBrighton, UK.

14th Jul 2009

GamesAid Charity Poker TournamentGrosvenor

Casino, 9 Grand Junction, Brighton, UK.

10th - 16th Aug 2009

Edinburgh Interactive FestivalEdinburgh, UK.

19th - 23rd Aug 2009

gamescomCologne, Germany.

SELECTED GAMES INDUSTRY JOBS

Account Manager - Unqiue Opportunity
UK & Europe.

UK National Account Manager for Games
East Anglia, England, UK & Europe.

Project Manager
Midlands, England, UK & Europe.

UK PR Manager - Original AAA games - 6
month FTC
London, South East, England, UK &
Europe.

Games Marketing and PR Executive
South East, England, UK & Europe.

You can reach key UK retailers by advertising with GamesRetail.biz. Page 4
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SHOPTO PRE-ORDER CHART

1. (1) Uncharted 2 : Among Thieves (PS3)

2. (2) Modern Warfare 2 (Xbox 360)

3. (4) Gran Turismo 5 (PS3)

4. (3) Modern Warfare 2 (PS3)

5. (7) PES 2010 : Pro Evolution Soccer (PS3)

6. (5) Halo 3: ODST (Xbox 360)

7. (6) Operation Flashpoint: Dragon Rising (Xbox 360)

8. (-) Heavy Rain: The Origami Killer (PS3)

9. (8) Tekken 6 (PS3)

10. (10) Assassin's Creed 2 (PS3)

SWAPGAME RENTAL CHART

1. (2) [prototype] (Xbox 360)

2. (3) [prototype] (PS3)

3. (8) Fight Night Round 4 (Xbox 360)

4. (7) Ghostbusters The Video Game (PS3)

5. (9) Overlord II (PS3)

6. (-) Fight Night Round 4 (PS3)

7. (10) Indiana Jones and the Staff of Kings (Wii)

8. (-) Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen (Xbox 360)

9. (-) Call of Juarez: Bound in Blood (Xbox 360)

10. (-) Call of Juarez: Bound in Blood (PS3)

MOST PLAYED ON XBOX LIVE BY EUROGAMER USERS

1. Call of Duty 4

2. Call of Duty: WaW

3. FIFA 09

4. Halo 3

5. Gears of War 2

6. Fight Night Round 4

7. Fallout 3

8. [prototype]

9. GTA IV

10. Left 4 Dead

METABOLI DOWNLOAD CHART

1. (-) The Sims 3

2. (-) Pro Cycling Manager 2009

3. (-) Anno 1404

4. (-) FIFA Manager 09

5. (-) Still Life 2

6. (-) C&C RA 3 - Uprising

7. (-) Rollercoaster 3

8. (-) C&C: Red Alert 3

9. (-) Final Fantasy XI

10. (-) Civilization 4

You can reach key UK retailers by advertising with GamesRetail.biz. Page 5
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RELEASE DATES

Date Title Publisher Platforms

July

7th Tales of Monkey Island: Launch of the Screaming NarwhalLucasarts PC

8th Battlefield 1943 Electronic Arts 360

9th Battlefield 1943 Electronic Arts PS3

10th Cross Edge Koei PS3

10th The Conduit SEGA Europe Wii

10th Trine Nobilis PC

22nd Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Turtles in Time Re-ShelledUbisoft 360, PS3

28th Gears of War 2: All Fronts Collection Microsoft 360

28th Gears of War 2: Dark Corners Microsoft 360

September

4th Champions Online Atari PC

22nd Halo 3: ODST Microsoft 360

25th Aion: The Tower of Eternity NCsoft PC

Q3

Battlefield 1943 Electronic Arts PC

Dark Void Capcom 360, PC, PS3

Harvest Moon: Frantic Farming Natsume DS

Marvel vs. Capcom 2 Capcom 360, PS3

Red Faction: Guerrilla THQ PC

Serious Sam HD Majesco Europe 360

Soulcalibur: Broken Destiny Namco Bandai PSP

Tales of Monkey Island: Launch of the Screaming NarwhalLucasarts Wii

The Secret of Monkey Island: Special Edition Lucasarts 360, PC

October

2nd Dead Space: Extraction Electonic Arts Wii

16th Brutal Legend Electronic Arts 360, PS3

23rd Dragon Age: Origins Electronic Arts 360, PC, PS3

Borderlands 2K Games 360, PC, PS3

Fallout 3: Game of the Year Edition Bethesda Softworks 360, PC, PS3

FIFA 10 Electronic Arts 360, PS3

Forza Motorsport 3 Microsoft 360

Lips: Number One Hits Microsoft 360

Mario & Sonic at the Olympic Winter Games SEGA Wii

November

10th Modern Warfare 2 Activision 360, PC, PS3

17th Left 4 Dead 2 Valve Software 360, PC

20th Assassin's Creed 2 Ubisoft 360, PS3

Muramasa: The Demon Blade Rising Star Games Wii

You can reach key UK retailers by advertising with GamesRetail.biz. Page 6
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